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CLAIMS 

An electrode ai+angement, in particular for the intracardial discharge of 
defibrillation pulses in the atrium or the ventricle of a heart, having an 
electrode line which in the region of its distal end has a plurality of 
electrically conductive surface portions as electrodes, which can 
electrically connected by way of the electrode line to an electrical puis 
^ charging device such as a defibrillator, characterised in that in the 

^electrode-bearing region of its distal end the electrode line is adapted to be 

V 

split into at least two respective electrode-bearing branches. 
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An^electrode arrangement according to claim 1 characterised in that at the 



distal end of the electrode line the electrode-bearing region has splitting 

\ 

mean^yvhich are adapted to split up the electrode-bearing region and which 
ted to actuating means which are arranged at the proximal end 
trode line. 




electrode arrangement according to claim 1 or claim 2 characterised in 
that the electrode-bearing region has a shaping structure in at least one of 
the branches, which is activatable simultaneously with or after the split- 
ting-up stef\ and which is such that a first of the branches assumes a 
shape as a septal branch and a second branch assumes a shape as a lateral 
branch for assuming a septal position and a lateral position in the atrium or 
the ventricle of\a heart. 



An electrode arrangement according to claim 3 characterised in that the 
shaping structure Ij^as a memory metal structure in at least one of the 
branches, which is of such a nature that it involves a predetermined change 
in shape which can be.triggered off by an event such as a change in tempe- 



rature. 
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An electrode arrangement according to claim 4 characterised in that the 
memory metal structure contains titanium. 

_ w. . An electrode arrangement according to ono of c l aims 1 to G characterised 

in that the branches are respectively provided with an equal number of 
electrodes, wherein each electrode of a branch is unambiguously associated 
with an electrode of the other branch. 

q — 7. An electrode arrangement according to ono of c l aims 1 to 0 c haracterised 

\ ^ 
in^ that each branch carries 5 to 7 electrodes. 

\ qJj^l^ia^ 
8. An electrode arrangement according to enc of c l aims 1 Lu 7 characterised 

in thay tme electrode-bearing region at the distal end of the electrode line 
can be sjpfrtlVito two branches which are respectively provided with equidi- 
stantl\\ari^nged electrodes, wherein each electrode of a branch is associa- 
ted ip^oaired relationship with an electrode of the other branch for the 
ischarge of bipolar pulses. 

An electrode arrangement according to claim 3 and claim 8 characterised in 
that the electrodes are arranged on the lateral and the septal branches in 
such a way that in the atrium of a heart they assume such positions that 
each two electrodes with are associated with each other in paired relations- 
hip can produce defined layers, starting from the transition of the upper 
vena cava of tne heart into the atrium thereof, subdividing the atrium, in 
parallel successive relationship. 

10. An electrode arrangement according to^G*^e-ef Udinrs 1 lu 9-characterised 
in that the electrodes are in the form of tip or ring electrodes. 

q 11. An electrode arrangement according too^-o f i+ di n re I to IQ-eharacterised 

in that the electrodes of\a branch are respectively at a spacing of about one 
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metre relative to the adjacent electrode or the adjacent electrodes 

ode arrangement according to Qfte uf Udims 1 Lu 1 1 characterised 
itional branch which is adapted to assume a position in the ven- 
tricle anckwhich has at least one ventricle electrode. 






